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Events & Activities 

January 23 – SOCA Social, 5:00 P.M. Tour the Rogue Creamery, Lille Belle Farms Artisan Chocolates 
and Ledger David Winery. 311 Front St Central Point.  

 6:00 P.M. Chili Feed and Fun Night. Community Center, Greenbrier Mobile Estates,  
301 Freeman Rd, Central Point. Last name A-L bring Salad or Appetizer; M-Z bring  
Dessert. 
 

February 3 – SOCA General Membership Meeting, 7:00 P.M., Rogue River Community Center, Rogue 
River. 

February 13-14 – 37th Annual Rod & custom Show at the Jackson County Fairgrounds – Central Point 
SOCA is not participating. 
 
February 20 – SOCA Social. Details to be determined. 
 
March 2 – SOCA General Membership Meeting, 7:00 P.M., Rogue River Community Center, Rogue 

River 

March 19 – SOCA Social. Details to be determined. 

 
 

For additional events, information and links, go to the S.O.C.A. website Events Page 

http://www.sovette.com/default.asp?pg=activities  
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A Minus Size Tire and Wheel 
Minus Sizing uses traditional Plus Sizing techniques in reverse. It combines taller profile tires with smaller 
diameter wheels. For example, the owner of a 2012 Volkswagen Jetta SEL would store the original 
225/45HR17-sized tires in favor of a Minus One 205/55R16-size on 16" wheels (where the wheel 
diameter is 1" smaller and the tire's sidewalls are ½" taller) or Minus Two 195/65R15-size on 15" wheels 
(where the wheel diameter is 2" smaller and the tire's sidewalls are 1" taller). 

Minus Sizing Example for Winter Tires 
O.E. Size: 17” x 7.5” Wheel  225/45HR17 
Minus One: 16” x 7.5” Wheel  205/55R16 
Minus Two: 15” x 6.5” Wheel  195/65R15 
When choosing base model sizing or minus sizing, not only would deep snow traction be enhanced, but 
the cost of a base model or minus sized Winter / Snow Tire & Wheel Package is usually lower than a 
package maintaining your vehicle's original size tires and wheels. 

Preferred Packages available for most vehicles. Most feature minus sizing for cost-effective winter traction and the 
winter roads you drive on. 
 
Higher Tire Pressures for Winter Driving – The Tire Rack 

Several vehicle manufacturer's owner's manuals recommend operating winter tires several psi (typically 
3-5) higher than their recommended pressures for summer and all-season tires. While none of them 
actually provide the reason why, there are several scenarios that would support the practice. 

First and foremost is that winter tires feature more aggressive tread designs, softer tread compounds and 
are often molded with deeper beginning tread depths than summer or all-season tires. While the 
combination of these design elements allows winter tires to remain more pliable in sub-freezing 
temperatures to provide more traction in snow and on ice, it often results in tires that have somewhat 
reduced responsiveness to driver input. The 3-5 psi higher recommended inflation pressures increase tire 
stability and help offset the reduction in responsiveness. 

Additionally ambient air temperatures in winter typically range 40- to 50-degrees Fahrenheit colder than 
typical summer temperatures for the same location. The lower ambient temperatures allow tires to be 
more efficient at radiating heat and the tires will run cooler, building up less hot tire pressure. In this case, 
the 3-5 psi higher recommended inflation pressure increase helps offset the reduced hot tire pressures 
resulting from less heat buildup. 

And finally, all tire pressures are intended to be measured cold, which means when the tires are at the 
same temperature as the air outside. Unfortunately, unless you park your vehicle outside or in an 
unheated, detached garage, and measure its tire pressures first thing on dark, cold mornings, the 
influence of attached garages or higher ambient air temperatures later in the day often means that drivers 
are actually measuring tires that are not completely cold. In this case the 3-5 psi higher recommended 
inflation pressure increase helps offset the reduced tire pressures associated with the conditions in which 
the tire pressures are typically measured. 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer - Discretion is advised. The preceding information may not apply to specific vehicles or all circumstances. 
Always refer to the manufacturer’s specifications, service manuals, technical data and product information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




