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Newsletter 
May 2019 

 
Elected Officers 

President:  Ron Howard 
Vice-President:  David Allen 
Secretary:  Paul Mitchell 
Treasurer:  Carol Misner 
Sergeant-at-Arms:  Patrick Smith 
Membership:  Robin Miranda 

Past President (2018):  Ron Howard 
 

Appointed Positions 

Sunshine:  Sandee Anderson 
Activities:  David Allen 
Event Reminder:  Pat Dobson 

Internet Site:  Sharon Hook-Martino 
Parade Coordinator:  Sheron Leigh, Dora Surbrook-

Moore 
Natl Corvette Museum: Len Atlas 
Historian:  Group Effort 
Photographer:  Group Effort 
 
June Birthdays 
2 Sandy Stevens 21 Janet Hubbard 
2 Forest Bohall 22 Len Atlas 
19 Laura Vaara 22 Michael Vaara 
21 Sandra Castle 24 Douglas Watson 
    

 
June Anniversaries 
6/1/90 Aaron & Toni Markley 
6/2 David & Cathy York 
6/6 Dan & Karen Calvert 
6/16 James & Carmela Andrews 
6/22/80 Jo Ann Lloyd 

 

 SOCA Logo Apparel   
Contact: Ron Howard 
 

Next Club Social 

May 18 - Bella Union Restaurant (upstairs), 
170 W. California St., Jacksonville, 6:00 p.m. 

Please RSVP to Pat Dobson at: 

pdobson0503@icloud.com or (541) 664-4506 
 

Why Join SOCA? 

 Promote esprit de corps among Corvette enthusiasts. 

 Create interest in the Corvette as a true dual-purpose 
sports car. 

 Provide a means of technical information and service to 
members. 

 Encourage dealer and manufacturer cooperation. 

 Organize and promote events of a social nature and 
provide social gatherings for enthusiasts with common 
interest. 

 Sponsor or participate in activities to benefit the 
community through recognized charities as selected by 
the members of the Association. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

General Membership Meeting, June 5, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
Rogue River Community Center, 132 Broadway St., Rogue River 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

 

     
      April 27 social in Central Point      

mailto:pdobson0503@icloud.com
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2019 Southern Oregon Corvette Association (SOCA) Events 
 

 Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Club meeting (Wed.)   5   3   7   11*   2   6   4 [*second Wednesday in September] 

 

MAY 
Parade 4 – Merlin Parade (yes, candy throw) 
Social 18 – Bella Union Restaurant (upstairs), 170 W. California St., Jacksonville, 6:00 p.m. 
Parade 25 – Boatnik Parade, details TBA (no candy throw) 
JUNE 
Parade 1 – Gold Dust Days Parade, Gold Hill, details TBA 
Social 15 – Wolf Creek Inn & Tavern (upstairs), 100 Front St., Wolf Creek, time TBA 
Parade 22 – Rooster Crow Parade (SOCA members voted to not attend this parade in 2019) 
JULY 
Parade 4 – Eagle Point 4th of July Parade and Celebration, details TBA 
Corvette Weekend 12 to 14 – SOCA 2019 Corvette Weekend, fundraiser for “Candlelighters For Children With 

Cancer” (and the July Social) 
Parade 20 – Rocky Point Parade, Klamath Falls area, details TBA 
AUGUST 
Social 17 – Potluck gathering at the Peterson’s home, details TBA. 
PNW & NCM Caravan 21 – Depart Grants Pass for the Pacific Northwest Caravan to the 25th National Corvette 

Museum Caravan in Bowling Green, Kentucky 
SEPTEMBER 
NCM Caravan 6 – National Corvette Museum Caravan drivers return (approximate date) 
Sigel Show & Shine 14 – Jim Sigel Show & Shine, details TBA 
September Social 21 – The Point Pub & Grill (upstairs), 311 E. Pine St., Central Point, 6:00 p.m., bring pool cues 
OCTOBER 
October Social 19 – Si Casa Flores restaurant, 202 NE Beacon Dr., Grants Pass 
NOVEMBER 
Daylight Savings 3 – DST ends 
November Social 16 – location and details TBA 
Thanksgiving 28 – Thanksgiving holiday 
DECEMBER 
Parade 7 – Grants Pass Christmas Parade, details TBA 
Social 15 (Sunday night) – SOCA Christmas Party, Grants Pass Golf Club, 230 Espey Rd., Grants Pass, 

details TBA 

For additional events, information and links … see the SOCA website “Events Page:” https://www.sovette.com/events 

 

A rare picture of Ron Howard not wearing shorts 

 

https://www.sovette.com/events
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Techin & Toolin  

Checklist for Summer Cruising Story and photos by Chris Petris 

Let’s face it: summer has officially arrived. If you have not already 
done so, now is the time to make sure that your Corvette is ready 
for vacation travel, car shows, and everyday commuting in extreme 
temperatures. Use this brief guide to ensure that you address all of 
the major summer maintenance tasks. 
 
We will start by addressing what is arguably the most important 
system to properly maintain during the summer months: the cooling 
system. Overheating can lead to very costly repairs. Keep your 
Corvette’s engine cool and it will return the favor. Closely monitor 
the level and quality of coolant in the system and completely flush 
and change the fluid every two years. Inspect the air filter and clean 
or replace as needed. While you are there, check to make sure your 
Corvette hasn’t been vacuuming up road debris. To avoid extensive cleaning hassles in the future, a radiator 
protection screen is a great investment. Just be sure to check it often to make sure debris hasn’t been trapped 
on it. Lastly, inspect all hoses and replace them as needed. It is far easier to replace them now while you are 
working on the cooling system as opposed to taking a chance and ending up on the side of the road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radiator removed for cleaning  Debris sandwiched between condenser and radiator 

 

Now that you have ensured your Corvette can handle the heat, you will want to get the air conditioning (A/C) 
system in perfect working order. If the current cooling capacity leaves a lot to be desired and the compressor 
clutch cycles rapidly, it is probably time for a refrigerant recharge. Unfortunately, if the system needs 
refrigerant, it is possible a component is leaking. Check the belt(s) at this time too. 
 
Leak testing A/C system 

Speaking of A/C, take a look under your Corvette while the A/C is running. Hot, humid days should produce a 
puddle beneath the passenger side behind the front tire. You should also see water draining out behind the 
front tires from the cowl. Plugged cowl drains will wet the interior carpeting and create a musty smell as the 
temperatures rise. 

https://tech.corvettecentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/index.jpg
https://tech.corvettecentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/1.jpg
https://tech.corvettecentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/2.jpg
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You will want to check all of the fluids and make 
sure everything is clean and topped off. Fluids to 
check as part of the lube, oil, and filter job include 
engine oil, transmission fluid, brake fluid, and power 
steering fluid. It is a good idea to lube the 
suspension components at this time if you have not 
done so in several months. 
 
With the increased load of an A/C system in 
continuous use comes an increased load on the 
charging system. If you have had your car in storage 
for any length of time without a battery tender, 
charge the battery before setting out on your first 
cruise of the season. Your alternator will thank you. 
Replace the battery if it just cannot keep up with the 
demand and refuses to hold a charge. 
 
Take the opportunity to top off the windshield washer fluid and replace worn windshield wipers.  If you do, the 
first summer storm you encounter will pose no inconvenience or threat.  As an added safety precaution, check 
the operation of all of the exterior lights. Enlist the help of a friend or family member to test the headlights, high 
beams, fog lights, turn signals, reverse lights, and brake lights. 
 
Your Corvette is almost ready to hit the road, but before it does, do not forget the tires - your car’s only contact 
with the ground. Improperly inflated tires wear poorly at best, and blow out at worst. They also waste precious 
fuel. Properly inflate each tire and check the tread depth. If you notice a significantly different wear pattern on 
one or more tires, it may be time for a four wheel alignment. Take a close look at the sidewalls near the wheels 
outer rim, fine checking (cracks) occurs as the tires age and lose natural lubricants. Tires over 5 years old 
begin checking and are susceptible to catastrophic failure. 
 
Now that all of the major safety concerns have been addressed, you can focus on enjoying your time on the 
road. A few accessories you may wish to consider to make the drive even more enjoyable include a GPS 
mount and cold drink holder. A soft top pillow is a nice addition that can keep your rear window in great shape 
and a sun roof headliner allows you to enjoy the view above while blocking the intense sunlight. 
 
A wash and coat of wax (don’t forget the headlights) are the last items to check off of the task list. This will 
make future bug and debris clean up a bit less time consuming. Consider using a nose mask for longer trips. 
Don’t forget to store some car wash soap, wax, and quick detail supplies in the car for those impromptu car 
show clean-ups. A high quality car cover will keep your Corvette looking great day after day and provides 
excellent protection from the harsh summer sun. 
 
The interior of your Corvette deserves special treatment as well. Before you apply a preservative to any vinyl or 
leather components, be sure to wipe them down with a wet cloth first to remove dust and dirt. 
 
A roadside emergency kit is always a good idea along with a fire extinguisher. Add those items and you are 
ready for summer fun without any vehicle related worries! 
 

Disclaimer - Discretion is advised. The preceding information may not apply to specific vehicles or all circumstances. Always refer to the 
manufacturer’s specifications, service manuals, technical data and product information.

https://tech.corvettecentral.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/3.jpg
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